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enrolled in the PBA feature. Later changes to the password do
not have the effect of denying access to enrolled users.
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1
MULTI-USER BIOS AUTHENTICATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to information handling sys-
tems and more particularly to multi-user BIOS authentication
within an information handling system.

2. Description of the Related Art

As the value and use of information continues to increase,
individuals and businesses seek additional ways to process
and store information. One option available to users is infor-
mation handling systems. An information handling system
generally processes, compiles, stores, and/or communicates
information or data for business, personal, or other purposes
thereby allowing users to take advantage of the value of the
information. Because technology and information handling
needs and requirements vary between different users or appli-
cations, information handling systems may also vary regard-
ing what information is handled, how the information is
handled, how much information is processed, stored, or com-
municated, and how quickly and efficiently the information
may be processed, stored, or communicated. The variations in
information handling systems allow for information handling
systems to be general or configured for a specific user or
specific use such as financial transaction processing, airline
reservations, enterprise data storage, or global communica-
tions. In addition, information handling systems may include
a variety of hardware and software components that may be
configured to process, store, and communicate information
and may include one or more computer systems, data storage
systems, and networking systems.

It is known to provide a simple password mechanism
within a basic input output system (BIOS) of an information
handling system to prohibit unauthorized users from access-
ing the information handling system. Anyone who wanted
access to the system would have to share the password.

For example, FIG. 1, labeled Prior Art, shows a flow chart
of'a BIOS authentication operation. When the authentication
operation starts, the BIOS is checked to determine whether a
BIOS password is set. If not, then access to the information
handling system is allowed. If the BIOS password is set, then
the information handling system prompts the user to enter the
password and the password is checked to determine whether
it is correct. If the password is correct, then access to the
information handling system is allowed. If the password is
incorrect, then access to the information handling system is
denied.

Typically, one of the users could change the password and
thereby deny access to previously authorized users. In a cor-
porate environment, this type of behavior is generally unde-
sirable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, information han-
dling systems are provided which support Pre-Boot Authen-
tication (PBA) and which provide the ability for each autho-
rized user of the system to have a unique ID and key at the
BIOS level. In these systems, a user needs knowledge of the
traditional BIOS password only at the time the user is enrolled
in the PBA feature. Later changes to the password will not
have the effect of denying access to enrolled users.

Furthermore, the multi-user authentication feature can also
be applied to the password (if any) on the system’s primary
hard disk drive (and could be expanded to include other hard
disk drives as well).
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Such a multi-user authentication feature is especially use-
ful in that BIOS authentication within the PBA feature is
typically done by scanning a fingerprint or presenting a
smartcard to the BIOS. Hence, a PBA user only ever needs to
know the BIOS (or HDD) password when they are enrolling
for PBA (and even that knowledge can be withheld from the
user if an administrator supplies the password at enrollment
time). If the password is later changed, the PBA user is still
able to access the system with their smartcard or finger scan.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention may be better understood, and its
numerous objects, features and advantages made apparent to
those skilled in the art by referencing the accompanying
drawings. The use of the same reference number throughout
the several figures designates a like or similar element.

FIG. 1, labeled Prior Art, shows a flow chart of a BIOS
authentication operation.

FIG. 2 shows a system block diagram of an information
handling system.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of the operation of a multi-user
BIOS authentication.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring briefly to FIG. 2, a system block diagram of an
information handling system 200 is shown. The information
handling system 200 includes a processor 202, input/output
(I/0) devices 204, such as a display, a keyboard, a mouse, and
associated controllers, memory 206, including volatile
memory such as random access memory (RAM) and non-
volatile memory such as read only memory (ROM) and hard
disk drives, and other storage devices 208, such as a floppy
disk and drive or CD-ROM disk and drive, and various other
subsystems 210, all interconnected via one or more buses
212. The memory 206 includes a basic input output system
228 as well as a Pre-Boot Authentication module 230.

The PBA module 230 enables each authorized user of the
system to have a unique ID and key at the BIOS level. Thus,
each authorized user needs the knowledge of the BIOS pass-
word only at the time the user is enrolled in the PBA feature.
Later changes to the password do not have the effect of
denying access to enrolled users.

The multi-user authentication module 230 can also be use
to apply password protection on other memory 206 of the
information handling system 200 such as a primary hard disk
drive and as well as other hard disk drives within the infor-
mation handling system 200.

For purposes of this disclosure, an information handling
system may include any instrumentality or aggregate of
instrumentalities operable to compute, classify, process,
transmit, receive, retrieve, originate, switch, store, display,
manifest, detect, record, reproduce, handle, or utilize any
form of information, intelligence, or data for business, scien-
tific, control, or other purposes. For example, an information
handling system may be a personal computer, a network
storage device, or any other suitable device and may vary in
size, shape, performance, functionality, and price. The infor-
mation handling system may include random access memory
(RAM), one or more processing resources such as a central
processing unit (CPU) or hardware or software control logic,
ROM, and/or other types of nonvolatile memory. Additional
components of the information handling system may include
one or more disk drives, one or more network ports for com-
municating with external devices as well as various input and
output (I/O) devices, such as akeyboard, amouse, and a video
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display. The information handling system may also include
one or more buses operable to transmit communications
between the various hardware components.

Referring to FIG. 3, a flow chart of the operation of a
multi-user BIOS authentication module 230 is shown.

When the authentication operation starts at step 310, the
BIOS is checked to determine whether a BIOS password is set
at step 312. If not, then access to the information handling
system is allowed. If the BIOS password is set, then the
authentication module 230 prompts the user to provide iden-
tification information at step 314. For example, the identifi-
cation information can include a fingerprint or a smart card.
The authentication module 230 then generates a user identi-
fier and key from the identification information at step 316.
The user identifier can be extracted directly from the identi-
fication information, as is the case with a smart card for
example, or can be derived from the identification informa-
tion, as is the case with a scan of a fingerprint for example.

BIOS is then searched to determine whether the user iden-
tifier and key are present at step 320. If the user identifier and
key are present, then access to the information handling sys-
tem is allowed. If the user identifier and key are not present,
then access to the information handling system is denied.

Such a multi-user authentication feature is especially use-
ful in that BIOS authentication within the PBA feature is
typically done by scanning a fingerprint or presenting a
smartcard to the BIOS. Hence, a PBA user only ever needs to
know the BIOS (or HDD) password when they are enrolling
for PBA (and even that knowledge can be withheld from the
user if an administrator supplies the password at enrollment
time). If the password is later changed, the PBA user is still
able to access the system with their smartcard or finger scan.

The present invention is well adapted to attain the advan-
tages mentioned as well as others inherent therein. While the
present invention has been depicted, described, and is defined
by reference to particular embodiments of the invention, such
references do not imply a limitation on the invention, and no
such limitation is to be inferred. The invention is capable of
considerable modification, alteration, and equivalents in form
and function, as will occur to those ordinarily skilled in the
pertinent arts. The depicted and described embodiments are
examples only, and are not exhaustive of the scope of the
invention.

For example, the above-discussed embodiments include
software modules that perform certain tasks. The software
modules discussed herein may include script, batch, or other
executable files. The software modules may be stored on a
machine-readable or computer-readable storage medium
such as a disk drive. Storage devices used for storing software
modules in accordance with an embodiment of the invention
may be magnetic floppy disks, hard disks, or optical discs
such as CD-ROMs or CD-Rs, for example. A storage device
used for storing firmware or hardware modules in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention may also include a
semiconductor-based memory, which may be permanently,
removably or remotely coupled to a microprocessor/memory
system. Thus, the modules may be stored within a computer
system memory to configure the computer system to perform
the functions of the module. Other new and various types of
computer-readable storage media may be used to store the
modules discussed herein. Additionally, those skilled in the
art will recognize that the separation of functionality into
modules is for illustrative purposes. Alternative embodiments
may merge the functionality of multiple modules into a single
module or may impose an alternate decomposition of func-
tionality of modules. For example, a software module for
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calling sub-modules may be decomposed so that each sub-
module performs its function and passes control directly to
another sub-module.

Consequently, the invention is intended to be limited only
by the spirit and scope of the appended claims, giving full
cognizance to equivalents in all respects.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for performing a multi-user pre-boot authen-
tication process for an information handling system compris-
ing:

determining, by a computer, whether a pre-boot authenti-

cation password is set when accessing the information
handling system;

prompting a user of a plurality of users to provide identi-

fication information;

determining whether information based upon the identifi-

cation information is present within the information
handling system;

allowing access to the information handling system if the

information based upon the identification information is

present, the access being allowed even if a hard disk

drive password is later changed; and wherein

the information based upon the identification informa-
tion is stored within a basic input output system
(BIOS) of the information handling system;

auser identifier and a key are either derived or extracted
from the identification information;

the user identifier and the key are stored within the BIOS
for users authorized to access the information han-
dling system; and,

at the time of the pre-boot authentication, an adminis-
trator supplies the hard disk drive password and
knowledge of the hard disk drive password is with-
held from the user of the plurality of users.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein

the identification information includes a smart card.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein

the identification information includes a fingerprint.

4. An apparatus for performing a multi-user pre-boot
authentication process for an information handling system
comprising:

means for determining whether a pre-boot authentication

password is set when accessing the information han-
dling system;

means for prompting a user of a plurality of users to pro-

vide identification information;

means for determining whether information based upon

the identification information is present within the infor-
mation handling system;

means for allowing access to the information handling

system if the information based upon the identification

information is present, the access being allowed even if

ahard disk drive password is later changed; and wherein

the information based upon the identification informa-
tion is stored within a basic input output system
(BIOS) of the information handling system;

auser identifier and a key are either derived or extracted
from the identification information;

the user identifier and the key are stored within the BIOS
for users authorized to access the information han-
dling system; and,

at the time of the pre-boot authentication, an adminis-
trator supplies the hard disk drive password and
knowledge of the hard disk drive password is with-
held from the user of the plurality of users.

5. The apparatus of claim 4 wherein

the identification information includes a smart card.
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6. The apparatus of claim 4 wherein

the identification information includes a fingerprint.

7. An information handling system comprising:

a processor;

amemory coupled to the processor, the memory storing an

authentication system for performing a multi-user pre-

boot authentication process, the authentication; system

including instruction for

determining whether a password is set when accessing
the information handling system

prompting a user of a plurality of users to provide iden-
tification information;

determining whether information based upon the iden-
tification information is present within the informa-
tion handling system;

allowing access to the information handling system if
the information based upon the identification infor-
mation is present, the access being allowed even if a
hard disk drive password is later changed; and
wherein
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the information based upon the identification information

is stored within a basic input output system (BIOS) of
the information handling system;

a user identifier and a key are either derived or extracted

from the identification information;

the user identifier and the key are stored within the BIOS

for users authorized to access the information handling
system; and,

at the time of the pre-boot authentication, an administrator

8.

supplies the hard disk drive password and knowledge of
the hard disk drive password is withheld from the user of
the plurality of users.

The information handling system of claim 7 wherein

the identification information includes a smart card.

9.

The information handling system of claim 7 wherein

the identification information includes a fingerprint.
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